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Exhibit B 

 

Proposed Use C 

STANDARD: 
303.238 Chicago Area Waterway System Aquatic Life Use C Waters 
Waters designated as Chicago Area Waterway System Aquatic Life Use C Waters are not 
capable of maintaining aquatic-life populations.  They have unique physical conditions, flow 
patterns, and operational controls designed to maintain navigational use, flood control, and 
drainage functions in deep-draft, steep-walled shipping channels. These waters are also used for 
controls, such as electric fish barriers and other methods, with respect to preventing  invasive 
species from migrating from the Illinois River system towards Lake Michigan.  Finally, these 
waters are used to take up waters with high chloride levels as a result of de-icing actions.  The 
following waters are designated as Chicago Area Waterway System Aquatic Life Use C waters 
and must meet the water quality standards of 35 Ill. Adm. Code 302, Subpart D: 
 
 a) The Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal from River Mile 295.5 to river mile 297.2. 
 
 
EXPLANATION: 
CAWS Aquatic Life Use C waters are utilized in maintaining controls to prevent invasive 

species, such as Asian carp species, from entering the Great Lakes.  In addition, they are 

artificially constructed or channelized, straight, deep-draft, steep-walled shipping channels with 

little or no fixed aquatic or overhanging riparian vegetation or other refugia for aquatic life from 

shipping traffic and predation. They are generally 15 feet or more deep and square or rectangular 

in cross section.  The channel walls are kept in place by sheet piling, concrete, timbers or various 

combinations of each.  Use C waterways are subject to recurring, moderate to severe 

anthropogenic impacts such as the application of fish poison, the use of electric fish barriers, 

sediment scouring, wake disturbances of shoreline areas, and rapid changes in water levels and 

flow velocities; the impacts are attributable primarily to control of invasive species, navigational 

uses, de-icing and stormwater run-off, and flood control functions. 
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